
Outline of StateElevate 
 
StateElevate offers mentorship for state-school students applying for top universities. For the 2026-2027 academic year, StateElevate 
has partnered 136 sixth form students with over 100 mentors. These 136 students are applying to the top 10 universities as per the 
Times Higher Education rankings, but we also accept applicants for competitive courses across the country. Please find a 
breakdown of the number of StateElevate applications that will be made this year based on student interest and preference:  
 

Name of university  Number of applications for 2026 cycle 
Oxford or Cambridge 39 
Durham 29 
The London School of Economics (LSE) 4 
University College London (UCL) 5 
Kings College London  14 
Imperial College London 9 
Edinburgh  21 
St Andrews  3 
Warwick 5 

 
StateElevate also offers support for courses that are competitive at every university. StateElevate currently has over 40 applicants for 
medicine and dentistry, which have their own tailored programme to ensure that support is tailored to their specific needs.  
 
We currently work with the following 10 schools and colleges across the North East of England:  
 

o​ Southmoor Academy and Sixth Form College  
o​ St Robert of Newminster Catholic School and Sixth Form College  
o​ Egglescliffe Sixth Form College  
o​ St Wilfrids Sixth Form College 
o​ Durham Sixth Form Centre  
o​ Middlesborough College  
o​ St Leonards Catholic School and Sixth Form College 
o​ Hartlepool College  
o​ Sunderland College  
o​ Lord Lawson Academy and Sixth Form College  

 
Mentorship  
 
We support students from Easter of Year 12 until their application due date with consistent feedback and guidance through range 
of support: 
 
Personal Statement and UCAS application support: 

o​ Mentors provide initial feedback on the personal statement document via the comments function in the margin. 
o​ This is then given back to the student and a zoom call is organised. This process occurs three times. 
o​ Admissions test support must also be provided where applicable.  
o​ Mentors are divided into subject groups and are headed by a Subject Lead, who work with mentors to create a 

Masterdoc of relevant experiences which is distributed to students before the summer. This is a comprehensive 
document and is given in addition to a Personal Statement Guide, and a Welcome Pack upon being accepted onto the 
mentorship programme. 

o​ Mentors then organise a corresponding zoom call with the student to discuss feedback verbally and act on the 
improvements, building a collaborative relationship between the mentor and mentee. 

o​ Mentors log their progress with their mentees onto a progress tracker on a shared StateElevate drive so we can track 
progress and successes in the mentorship process and offers from universities. 

 
Financial support through admissions test scholarships and our emergency fund:  

o​ The North East Admissions Opportunity Scholarship – StateElevate provides funding for students facing the cost of 
mandatory university admissions tests, such as the LNAT, UCAT, ESAT, and TMUA, that are not covered by their 



school. We understand that many students fall just outside the eligibility criteria for traditional bursaries but still 
require financial assistance to level the playing field. 

o​ The Leamy Grant - Thanks to a donation from Paul Leamy, a Partner at Temple Bright LLP, every law student is 
entitled to The Leamy Grant. Growing up on a North London council estate and attending state schools, Paul has 
been a passionate advocate for improving social mobility in the legal profession for over 25 years. Separate from our 
general admissions test scholarships, this grant provides additional specialist support for aspiring lawyers, including 
access to LNAT revision resources and more. 

o​ The Emergency Fund - Sometimes, unexpected costs arise. Our discretionary Emergency Fund is here to help with 
those financial hurdles that could otherwise disrupt your journey. 

 
Subject-specific interview preparation:  

o​ If students are successful in obtaining an interview, StateElevate provides at least one mock interview via Zoom for the 
student.  

o​ For joint-honours degrees, StateElevate offers several mock interviews to best prepare students.  
o​ For the interview process, StateElevate reshuffles mentors around to mimic the unfamiliarity of the interview 

environment.  
 
Outreach and Events  
 
Access to a network of talented and successful state-school success stories: 

o​ Held interviews with James Langan, a senior policy advisor in the Ministry of Defence and Sir Laurie Bristow, the 
former British Ambassador to Afghanistan and Russia. Both sessions were held via zoom and were joined by mentors 
and mentees to provide interactive sessions. 

o​ StateElevate has recently launched our Past the Postcode podcast series which interviews successful people in a range 
of fields from unconventional backgrounds. Our first guest was Sam MacAlister, the former BBC News Night 
journalist who spoke about the importance of confidence in negotiations and in selling yourself. 

o​ Future guests include The Rt Hon Ernest Ryder, Lord David Blunkett and Cherie Blair, alongside talks with Mayor 
Kim McGuinness and leading figures in the North East Combined Authority. We have also set our sights on future 
guests including STEM figures alongside guests from culture and the arts.  

 
Featured in several press releases: 

o​ StateElevate featured on ITV Tyne Tees in September 2025 at Lord Lawson Academy in Birtley.  
o​ StateElevate has also featured in newspaper articles in the Sunderland Echo and the Northern Echo. 
o​ StateElevate has featured in LSE and Pembroke College publications. 
o​ StateElevate is set to be mentioned in parliament by MP for Sunderland Central, Lewis Atkinson.  

 
Safeguarding and Data Protection 
 
Both safeguarding and data protection are of paramount importance to StateElevate and we have worked data protection 
consultants and every school to create a set of policies that complies with legislation and satisfies school safeguarding policies.  
 
Safeguarding Policy  

o​ Every mentor at StateElevate is required to complete Level One and Level Two Safeguarding Training under 
https://sunderlandsafeguardingchildrenandadults.vcenable.co.uk/Login/Login?ReturnUrl=%2F 

o​ Every undergraduate mentor is required to complete this online safety course and provide evidence of their certificate 
of completion, which we will provide to the school if required. 

o​ Our safeguarding policies are guided by Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025-2026. 
o​ A StateElevate letter of consent has been shared with the students, which provide their consent for StateElevate to 

mentor students. 
o​ All correspondence with students will be via their college email account, so that the college can monitor 

correspondence, and a member of staff must be ccd into every piece of correspondence between students and their 
mentor. 

 
Data Protection Policy  

o​ Every mentor at StateElevate is required to complete Data2Action’s General Data Protection Training. This is a 
reputable provider of data protection services and has been approved by the school.  

https://sunderlandsafeguardingchildrenandadults.vcenable.co.uk/Login/Login?ReturnUrl=%2F


o​ StateElevate does not hold a formal data-sharing agreement with the schools. Students apply directly to StateElevate 
via a Microsoft Form which requests the name and school email address of the student. StateElevate’s privacy notice is 
at the top of the form so that students are aware of what StateElevate will do with their data. This involves us passing 
it to the mentor when the mentorship process begins.  

o​ StateElevate has several documents outline our data protection policies in more depth, including our Data Process 
Record and Suitable Usage of IT Agreement. Every mentor at StateElevate signs the Mentor Contract to ensure they 
are aware of our data protection policies and agree to follow them.  

o​ StateElevate has a Data Protection Officer to assess data protection breaches if they occur.  
o​ StateElevate also has a Sharepoint account to securely store personal statements. Each mentor has their own 

designated file which they use for their mentee’s documents. It is outlined to mentors that it is a breach of 
StateElevate’s data protection policies to view the work of a mentee that is not partnered with them. 


